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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The J. P. "Paddy" Brown house was. built in 1879<1880 for one of
Atchison's wealthiest citizens, John P, Brown, a successful rajlroad
contractor. - ’

Born in Ireland in 1829, Brown came to the United States before
he was 20 and secured his first job working on construction of the
Pennsylvania Central Railroad. After acquiring some knowledge of
engineering and mathematics, both through practical experience and
study at night, he went into business as a contractor for grading
and constructing railroads. Moving west with the railroads, he came
to Atchison in March,1859, after hearing of the possible construction
of the Central Branch Union Pacific, He 1iked what he saw in Atchison,
decided to make it his home and sent for his family to join him.

Brown successfully obtained grading and construction contracts for
many of the early railroads in northeastern Kansas and also did work
“in Colorado and Missouri. Reportedly he made money on every contract
he ever took. :

Brown had built a house .for his family in 1859 on North 2nd street,
but as both his family and his wealth increased, a larger and more
impressive residence was-desired., The Tots for the new howe were
acquired on September 18, 1878, The Atchison Weekly Champion of
March 22, 1879, noted that "Designs are out.-for a new residence for
J. P. Brown, on the corner of 4th and Riley." The Daily Champion
.of September 25, 1879, reported that the city street department had
wade 4th and Riley streets in the neighborhood of J. P. Brown's new
residence "all that the most fastidious property owner could desire."”
Apparently the house was ready for occupancy in 1880. Brown and his
wife held title to the property until it was transferred to a daughter
in August, 1904, The house remained in the family until 1935,

J. P. Brown was for more than 40 years a respected Atchison
businessman. By some accounts he was the wealthiest man in the town;
at the turn of the century his worth was said to be a million dollars.
When he had come to America in 1847, he was literally penniless. His
involvements in Atchison extended beyond his contracting business:
he was one of the Targest stockholders in the Exchange National Bank,
the First National Bank and the Atchison Street Railway Light and
Power Co, Much of the profits from his railroad contracting had been
invested in farm land, and he became one of the largest landholders in
northeastern Kansas. Brown had a reputation for very liberal treatment
of his farm tenants, some of whom stayed with him for more than 20

years. From all indications he was a génerous man with his wealth,



Form 10-3000 UNITED L TAT TEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TATE

{Dec. 1968) NA . 1ONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES »chison

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

R , ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entefos)

both to his family and to others. His reputation was one of hard work,
honesty and fairness. -

(The J. P. Brown house appeared on the cover of the Saturday
Evening Post, in the 1950's as the background of a John Falter painting
of a croguet game on the front lawn. Falter, who had been a resident
of Atchison in his younger years, did more than 180 Post covers, a
good many of them based on his Atchison years. )

J. P. Brown was an important figure in the history and development
of Atchison; through his contracting business he had a vital role in the
railroad expansion in Kansas.
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